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Dr. John Fraiche, Chair
Louisiana Health Care Commission

Members,

Sincerely, 

     P u r s u a n t  t o  R e v i s e d  S t a t u t e  2 2 : 2 2 6 1 ,  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  s u b m i t  a  y e a r l y  r e p o r t  o n
h e a l t h  c a r e  a n d  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e ,  w h i c h  t a k e s
i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,
a c t i o n s ,  a n d  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  t o  t h e
l e g i s l a t u r e  p r i o r  t o  e a c h  a n n u a l  r e g u l a r
s e s s i o n .  
     T h e  L H C C  r e v i e w s  a n d  s t u d i e s  i s s u e s
a f f e c t i n g  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  a f f o r d a b i l i t y  a n d
d e l i v e r y  o f  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n  L o u i s i a n a ;
c o n d u c t i n g  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  q u a r t e r l y  e a c h
y e a r ,  a n d  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  e x p e r t s
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o v i d e r s ,  i n s u r e r s
a s  w e l l  a s  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  a n d
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  c o l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s
a n d  c o n s u m e r  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s .
     T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e c e i v e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  h e a r s  t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  r e g i o n a l
a n d  n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  o n  h e a l t h  c a r e  i s s u e s .             
T h e  e n c l o s e d  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  s u m m a r y  o f
p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t h e  s t u d i e s
c o m p i l e d  f r o m  i t s  w o r k  l a s t  y e a r .

LETTER FROM THE
CHAIRMAN
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LEGISLATIVE
BACKGROUND

The Louisiana Health Care
Commission was created by law in
1992 (R.S. 22:2161). It is a 47-member
multi-disciplined advisory board
which undertakes comprehensive
review of complex health care issues
facing Louisianas.

In 1999, the commission was
transferred to the Department of
Insurance. Statutory authority and
membership of the commission are
contained in La. R.S. 22:2161. 

Since its inception, the commission’s
membership has changed from its
original makeup through Acts of the
Legislature in 1995, 1997, 1999, 2004,
2012 and 2014.
 

HB 529/ACT 159 of the 2022 Regular
Legislative Session became effective
upon the signature of the Governor, on
May 25, 2022. 

The bill provided for the organization
of the Department of Insurance,
creating the Office of Policy,
Innovation and Research which
houses the Louisiana Health Care
Commission.

Recent Legislative
Change
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EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

The executive committee for the Louisiana Health
Care Commission consists of the chair, vice chair
and three LHCC members representing health
care providers, insurers and consumers. 
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Purpose
T h r o u g h  a  b r o a d  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n  s t u d i e s  t h e  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  a f f o r d a b i l i t y  a n d  d e l i v e r y
o f  q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  T h e
c o m m i s s i o n  i s  a l s o  t a s k e d  w i t h  e x a m i n i n g
n a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  r e f o r m  i n i t i a t i v e s .  

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  c o n d u c t e d  p u b l i c
m e e t i n g s  t o  r e c e i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  r e g i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l
e x p e r t s  o n  h e a l t h  c a r e  i s s u e s .  T h e
c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  i n s u r a n c e  s u b m i t t e d  a n
a n n u a l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o n  t h e
s t u d i e s ,  a c t i o n s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f
t h e  c o m m i s s i o n .  

Mission
T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h
C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n  E x e c u t i v e
C o m m i t t e e  i s  t o  p l a n  t h e  a g e n d a  f o r
L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n
m e e t i n g s ,  s c h e d u l e  a n y  e m e r g e n c y
m e e t i n g s  n e c e s s a r y  b e t w e e n  r e g u l a r
m e e t i n g s  a n d  t o  p r o p o s e
s u b c o m m i t t e e  a s s i g n m e n t s .  T h e
L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n
E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  h e l d  t h r e e
m e e t i n g s  v i a  c o n f e r e n c e  c a l l  d u r i n g
t h i s  r e p o r t i n g  p e r i o d .
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WOMEN SPEAK UP
ORGANIZATION

A YEAR WITH
UNIQUE
CHALLENGES

A MESSAGE
FROM OUR
FOUNDER
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T h e  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n
i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  e x p e r t s  a n d
o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
h e a l t h  c a r e  i n s u r e r s  a n d  p r o v i d e r s ,
c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
o f  v a r i o u s  c o n s u m e r  i n t e r e s t s .  

M e m b e r s h i p  a l s o  i n c l u d e s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  g o v e r n i n g
b o a r d s  o f  L o u i s i a n a ’ s  c o l l e g e s  a n d
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e
C o m m i t t e e s  o n  I n s u r a n c e  a n d  a t - l a r g e
a p p o i n t m e n t s  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  i n s u r a n c e .

V a c a n c i e s  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  m e m b e r s
s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s
t h e  o r i g i n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e
u n e x p i r e d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e
o f f i c e  v a c a t e d .

A  q u o r u m  f o r  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  o f
b u s i n e s s  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e
f o r t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n .  A l l  o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  t h e
a f f i r m a t i v e  v o t e  o f  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  a
q u o r u m  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  p r e s e n t  a n d
v o t i n g  d u r i n g  m e e t i n g s  f o r  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n
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Mr. Jeff Albright
Chief Executive Officer
Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of LA
18153 East Petroleum Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
(225)819-8007
jalbright@iiabl.com

Lisa Colletti, RN
8701 Crochet Avenue
River Ridge, LA 70123
(504)738-5125
Lisacolletti504@gmail.com
(Louisiana State Nurses Association)

Mr. Joshua Alford
Insurance Consultant
Alford & Associates Insurance Services
1217 Museum Drive
Houma, Louisiana 70360
(985)853-1080 cell (985) 209-6036
joshua@alfordllc.com
(At-large appointment)

Alecia Cyprian, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer
Southeast Community Health Systems
490 Sitman Street
Greensburg, LA 70441
225-306-2070
ACyprian@shchc.org
(Louisiana Primary Care Association)

Lauren Bailey, JD
6767 Perkins Rd., Suite 100
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
(225)763-8500
president@lsms.org
(Louisiana State Medical Society)

Ms. Diane Davidson
Employee Benefits Manager
Roy O. Martin Lumber
Post Office Box 1110
Alexandria, LA 71309
(318)483-3858
diane.davidson@royomartin.com
(Louisiana Business Group on Health)

Ms. Katie Brittain, PT, DPT
3221 Ryan Street, Suite D
Lake Charles, LA 70601
(337)439-3344
Katie@partnersinpt.com
(Louisiana Physical Therapy Association)

Mr. Jeffery A. Drozda
Chief Executive Officer
Louisiana Association of Health Plans
450 Laurel Street, Suite 1430
Baton Rouge, LA 70801
(225)256-2955 cell (225) 335-7717
jdrozda@lahp.net

Mr. Derrell D. Cohoon
532 Spanish Town Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
Work: (225) 387-6783
(318)483-3858
derrell@capitolpartnersfirm.com
(America’s Health Insurance Plan)

Rachel Durel, DDS
335 Doucet Road, Suite B
Lafayette, LA 70503-3497
(337)981-8144
rdureldds@gmail.com
(Louisiana Dental Association)
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Mr. Jack E. Duvernay, RHU
BenefitsOne
714 Millikens Bend
Covington, LA 70433
(985)800-2800 or (504)512-5252
jack@benefits.one
(Louisiana Association of Health Underwriters)

Ms. Susan H. Ellender
Vice President, Client Relations
Associated Benefits Consulting
#1 Galleria Boulevard, Suite 1900
Metairie, LA 70001
(225)928-2225
susane@abenefitsconsulting.com
(LA Association of Business and Industry)

William L. Ferguson, PhD, CLU, CPCU, ARM
G. Frank Purvis, Jr./BORSF Endowed Chair of
Insurance & Risk Management
University of Louisiana at Lafayette
B.I. Moody III College of Business Administration
Post Office Box 44570
Lafayette, LA 70504-4570
(337)482-6664
ferguson@louisiana.edu
(A list of nominees submitted by the
governing boards of state colleges and universities
and by a dean from the business schools represented
by the Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges
and Universities.)

John F. Fraiche, MD
President and Chief Executive Officer
St. Elizabeth Hospital Physicians
15151 Highland Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70810
(225)647-8511
jffraiche@hotmail.com
(At-Large Appointment)

Ms. Lisa Gardner
CommCare Corporation
2511 Terrace Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70806
(318)290-8563
lgardner@commcare.com
(Louisiana Nursing Home Association)

Mr. Arnold M. Goldberg
330 Rue St. Peter
Metairie, LA 70005
(504)828-5093, ext. 2
xg725@aol.com
(At-Large Appointment)

Faye Grimsley, PhD, CIH
Head, Public Health Sciences Department
Xavier University of Louisiana
One Drexel Drive, Box V
New Orleans, LA 70125
(504)520-7460
fgrimsle@xula.edu
(A list of nominees submitted by the governing boards
of state colleges and universities and by a dean from the
business schools represented by the Louisiana
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities)

Ms. Linda P. Hawkins
22271 Main Street
Abita Springs, LA 70420
(985)809-3983
linjay@bellsouth.net
(League of Women Voters of Louisiana)
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Honorable John R. Illg, Jr.
State Representative
9523 Jefferson Highway, Suite A
River Ridge, LA 70123
(504)736-7030
Hse078@legis.la.gov
(Louisiana House Insurance Committee)

Ms. Jennifer McMahon
Vice President
Louisiana Hospital Association
2450 Severn Avenue, Suite 210
Metairie, LA 70001
(504) 837-1171
jmcmahon@mhcno.org

Mr. Randal Johnson
President
Louisiana Independent Pharmacies
Association
543 Spanish Town Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225)308-2030
johnson@sostrategy.com

Honorable Robert Mills
Louisiana State Senator
105 Harvey’s Way
Minden, Louisiana 71055
(318) 371-5200
rmills@legis.la.gov
(Louisiana Senate Insurance Committee)

Jesse Lambert, PsyD
10317 Taylor Sheets Road
Saint Amant, LA 70774-4027
(225)644-7622
jesse.lambert@steh.com
(Louisiana Psychological Association)

Ms. Barbara Morvant
200 St. Ann Drive, Apt 1014
Mandeville, LA 70471
(504) 887-5792
morvantb@charter.net
(AARP, the nominee of which shall be a volunteer
representative)

Eva Lamendola, OD
1004 West Highway 30, Suite A
Gonzales, LA 70737
(225) 644-4444
evalamendola@gmail.com
(Optometry Association of Louisiana)

Mr. Andrew Muhl
Director of Advocacy
301 Main Street, Suite 1012
Baton Rouge, LA 70825
(225) 276-1941
amuhl@aarp.org
(AARP Louisiana)

Mr. Darrell Langlois
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana
5525 Reitz Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
(225) 295-2283
Darrell.langlois@bcbsla.com
(A domestic mutual, non profit health
Service and indemnity company

B. Ronnell Nolan, HIA, CHRS
President and Chief Executive Officer
Health Agents for America, Inc.
Post Office Box 65128
Baton Rouge, LA 70896
(225) 921-6711
ronnell@hafamerica.org

1 2



C
O

M
M

IS
SI

O
N

 M
EM

B
ER

SH
IP Mr. Frank Opelka

Deputy Commissioner
Office of Health, Life & Annuity
Louisiana Department of Insurance
1702 N. Third Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225) 219-1688
Frank.opelka@ldi.la.gov
(Ex-Officio, Designee)

James C. “Butch” Sonnier, BS, DC
Sonnier Chiropractic Clinic
143 Lee Drive, Suite 1
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
(225)766-2952
butch@sonnchiro.com
(Chiropractic Association of Louisiana)

Mr. John Overton
Chief Financial Officer
Turn Key Solutions
11911 Justice Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70816
(225) 751-4444
john@turnkeysol.com
(National Federation of Independent Businesses)

Ms. Judy Wagner
625 St. Charles Ave., 6C
New Orleans, LA 70130
(504)909-7977
Jwwagner11@cox.net
(At-Large Appointment)

Mr. Ed Parker
Louisiana AFL-CIO
429 Government Street
Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225) 927-2800
 eparker@afscme@brcoxmail.com

Mr. Scott Webre
2901 Johnston Street, Suite 307
Lafayette, LA 70503
(337)237-5051
scott@webreandassociates.com
(Louisiana Association for Justice)

Ms. Debra Rushing
eQHealth Solutions
8591 United Plaza Boulevard, Suite 270
Baton Rouge, LA 70809
(225) 248-7072
drushing@eqhs.org
(Louisiana’s Medicare Peer Review Organization
as designated by the Health Care Financing
Administration)

Frances R. Wiggins, D.D.S.
24310 Eden Street
Plaquemine, LA 70764
(225)687-3516
frwdds@bellsouth.net
(National Dental Association)

1 3



C
O

M
M

IS
SI

O
N

 M
EM

B
ER

SH
IP

Ms. LaCosta Wix
Director of Regulatory Affairs
Associate General Counsel
UnitedHealthcare
10 Cadillac Drive, Suite 200
Brentwood, TN 37027
Lacosta_wix@uhc.com
(A domestic commercial health insurer)

Ms. Elizabeth Sumrall
LSU Director of Health Care Policy,
Louisiana State University Baton Rouge, LA
70808
(225)578-2111; Esumrall1@lsu.edu
(A list of nominees submitted by the governing
boards of state colleges and universities and by a
dean from the business schools represented by
the Louisiana Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities.)

Positions Presently Vacant
▪LA Department of Health
▪Agenda for Children
▪Louisiana Council on Human Relations
▪Louisiana Health Plan
▪Louisiana Insurers’ Conference
▪National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People
▪National Medical Association
▪NAIFA Louisiana
▪(1) At-Large Appointments
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LHCC 
(General Meeting)

 Availability & Access
(Subcommittee)

Affordability &
Rising Costs

(Subcommittee)

April 22, 2022 December 12, 2022 December 14, 2022

August 11, 2022 - December 21, 2022

November 17, 2022 - -

C O M M I S S I O N  
M E E T I N G
A C T I V I T Y
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LHCC 
GENERAL 

MEETINGS
The Louisiana Health Care
Commission shall meet twice in any
one calendar year and may meet on
the call of the chairman or upon the
request of any three members. 

The commission may conduct public
hearing to receive testimony about
the availability and affordability of
health care in the state.

The commission shall also be
permitted to receive further
information and testimony from
regional and nation experts on health
care access issues.

April 22, 2022
August 11, 2022
November 17, 2022

1.
2.
3.

The Louisiana Health Care
Commission conducted three general
meetings from January 1, 2022, to
December 31, 2022.

M i n u t e s  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g s
c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  y e a r
f o l l o w .
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Meeting Minutes
April 22, 2022

Members present: Josh Alford, Lauren Bailey, Ruby Brewer, Dr. Alecia Cyprian, Diane
Davidson, Jeff Drozda, Dr. John Fraiche, Lisa Gardner, Arnold Goldberg, Dr. Faye
Grimsley, Randal Johnson, Dr. Eva Lamendola, Senator Robert Mills, Barbara Morvant,
Ronnell Nolan and Scott Webre 

Members absent: Jeff Albright, Katie Brittain, Derrell Cohoon, Dr. Rachel Durel, Jack
Duvernay, Susan Ellender, Dr. William Ferguson, Linda Hawkins, Rep. John Illg, Jesse
Lambert, Darrell Langlois, Jennifer McMahon, Andrew Muhl, Frank Opelka, John
Overton, Ed Parker, Debra Rushing, Dr. Butch Sonnier, Elizabeth Sumrall, Judy Wagner,
Dr. Frances Wiggins and LaCosta Wix 

Staff present: Crystal M. Stutes, John Ford 

Chairman John Fraiche called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. Roll call was taken and a
quorum was noted for the record. 

Chairman Fraiche asked for a motion to approve the December 3, 2021 minutes. Mr. Arnold
Goldberg offered the motion and Dr. Alecia Cyprian seconded the motion. With no
objections, the minutes were approved. 

Under new business, Chairman Fraiche introduced our newest member, Ms. Ruby Brewer of
East Jefferson General Hospital. Ms. Brewer will represent the Louisiana State Nurses
Association on the Commission. 

Next the Commission welcomed three speakers from the National Academy on State Health
Policy, Ms. Maureen Hensley-Quinn, Senior Program Director, Ms. Marilyn Bartlett, Senior
Policy Fellow and Ms. Adney Rakotoniania, Policy Associate to discuss NASHP’s new Hospital
Cost Tracking Tool. 

After a thorough presentation, the three guests answered questions from the members on
the hospital tracking tool. 

Next Mr. David Pearce of the Louisiana Department of Insurance gave a review of the LDI
sponsored Health Insurance Bills currently pending in the legislative session. 
Following this presentation, Mr. Jeff Drozda of the LA Association of Health Plans gave a
review of the non-LDI health insurance bills currently pending in the legislative session. 

Next Dr. Fraiche again reviewed the topics of study that were presented at the last meeting
and recommended that if anyone was interested in chairing a subcommittee on any specific
topic, to reach out to Ms. Crystal Stutes. 

With no further business, Chairman Fraiche moved to adjourn the meeting. With no
objection, the meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m
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Meeting Minutes
August 11, 2022

Members present: Lauren Bailey, Ruby Brewer, Katie Brittain, Derrell Cohoon, Dr. Alecia
Cyprian, Diane Davidson, Jeff Drozda, Susan Ellender, Arnold Goldberg, Dr. Faye
Grimsley, Representative John Illg, Dr. Eva Lamendola, Ronnell Nolan, Frank Opelka,
John Overton and Dr. Patrice Sentino

Members absent: Jeff Albright, Josh Alford, Dr. Rachel Durel, Jack Duvernay, Dr.
William Ferguson, Dr. John Fraiche, Lisa Gardner, Randal Johnson, Jesse Lambert,
Darrell Langlois, Jennifer McMahon, Senator Robert Mills, Barbara Morvant, Andrew
Muhl, Ed Parker, Debra Rushing, Dr. James “Butch” Sonnier, Elizabeth Sumrall, Judy
Wagner, Scott Webre, Dr. Frances Wiggins and LaCosta Wix

Staff present: Crystal M. Stutes
 

Crystal M. Stutes called the meeting to order at 9:10am. Roll call was taken and a quorum
was noted for the record.
Crystal M. Stutes asked for a motion to approve the April 22, 2022, minutes. Mr.
Arnold Goldberg offered the motion and Dr. Alecia Cyprian seconded the motion. With no
objections, the minutes were approved.
 Under new business, Crystal Stutes introduced our newest member, Dr. Patrice Sentino. Dr.
Sentino will represent the League of Women Voters of Louisiana.
 Next Mr. Frank Opelka of the Louisiana Department of Insurance provided updates on the
Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 and LDI sponsored Health Insurance Bills from the 2022
Regular Legislative Session.

 Vicki Dufrene of the Louisiana Department of Insurance provided a discussion on Recent
Telephone and Television Solicitation with Medicare Advantage Plans and Recent CMS
Guidance. 
 Following this discussion, commission members engaged in an open discussion.
 Next Crystal Stutes provided an update from the department regarding the creation of the
Office of Policy, Innovation, and Research. 
 Katie Brittain again reviewed the topics of study that were presented at the last meeting
and began the coordination of subcommittees with commission members.
With no further business Mr. Arnold Goldberg moved to adjourn the meeting, Ms. Ellender
seconded the motion. With no objection, the meeting was adjourned at 11:20am.
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Meeting Minutes
November 17, 2022

Members present: Derrell Cohoon, Dr. Alecia Cyprian, Susan Ellender. Dr. Will Ferguson, 
Dr. John Fraiche, Lisa Gardner, Arnold Goldberg, Randall Johnson, Eva Lamendola and
Frank Opelka

Members absent: Jeff Albright, Josh Alford, Lauren Bailey, Ruby Brewer, Katie Brittain,
Dianne Davidson, Jeff Drozda, Dr. Rachel Durel, Jack Duverney, Dr. Faye Grimsley,
Representative John Illg, Jesse Lambert, Derrell Langlois, Jennifer McMahon, Senator
Robert Mills, Barbara Morvant, Andrew Muhl, Ronnell Nolan, John Overton, Ed Parker,
Debra Rushing, Dr. Patrice Sentino, Dr. James “Butch” Sonnier, Elizabeth Sumrall, Judy
Wagner, Scott Webre, Dr. Frances Wiggins and LaCosta Wix

Staff present: Crystal M. Stutes and Crystal Lewis

 

Dr. John Fraiche called the meeting to order at 9:08 am. Roll call was taken and a quorum
was not noted for the record.

Deputy Commissioner Frank Opelka provided an update from the Office of Health, Life and
Annuity.

Michael Bertaut provided a presentation on the Individual Health Insurance Market Drivers in
2023.

Crystal Stutes provided a review of the subcommittees presented at the last LHCC meeting
and noted an intent to schedule meetings.

Under new business, Crystal Stutes introduced our newest staff member, Ms. Crystal Lewis.

With no further business Dr. John Fraiche moved to adjourn the meeting, Dr. Cyprian
seconded the motion. With no objection, the meeting was adjourned at 11:20am.
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SUBCOMMITTEE
ON THE

AFFORDABILITY
AND RISING

COSTS OF
HEALTH CARE 

The Subcommittee on the
Affordability and Rising
Cost of Health Care in the
state was created at the
November 17, 2022,
meeting. The
subcommittee held two
virtual meetings. At the
December 12, 2022,
meeting and without
opposition, commission
member, Jeff Drozda was
nominated chair of the
subcommittee.

December 12, 2022
December 21, 2022

1.
2.

The Subcommittee on the
Affordability and Rising Cost of
Health Care conducted two meetings
from December 12, 2022, to January
31, 2023.

M i n u t e s  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g s
c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  y e a r
f o l l o w .
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Meeting Minutes
December 12, 2022

Members present: Senator Robert Mills, Jeff Drozda, and Katie Brittain

Members absent: Lauren Bailey, Ruby Brewer, Katie Brittain, Derrell Cohoon, Dr. Alecia
Cyprian, Diane Davidson, Jeff Drozda, Susan Ellender, Arnold Goldberg, Dr. Faye
Grimsley, Representative John Illg, Dr. Eva Lamendola, Ronnell Nolan, Frank Opelka,
John Overton and Dr. Patrice Sentino, Jeff Albright, Josh Alford, Dr. Rachel Durel, Jack
Duvernay, Dr. William Ferguson, Dr. John Fraiche, Lisa Gardner, Randal Johnson, Jesse
Lambert, Darrell Langlois, Jennifer McMahon, Senator Robert Mills, Barbara Morvant,
Andrew Muhl, Ed Parker, Debra Rushing, Dr. James “Butch” Sonnier, Elizabeth Sumrall,
Judy Wagner, Scott Webre, Dr. Frances Wiggins and LaCosta Wix

Staff present: Crystal M. Stutes and Crystal Lewis

Chairperson Jeff Drozda called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.

Katie Brittain presented to the committee and particularly mentioned barriers with
mandated benefits and whether they do what they are intended to do. 

Jeff Drozda provided information on the Mandated Health Benefits Commission and barriers
in cost transparency. 

Derrell Cohoon made a commitment to provide data and presenters for information. 

In preparation of the next meeting, members noted the importance of getting with the
Mandated Health Benefits Commission and the possibility of collaboration to tackle the
effects of mandated benefits and the issue with federal/state mandates.

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:33 a.m.

S U B C O M M I T T E E  O N  T H E  A F F O R D A B I L I T Y  A N D
 R I S I N G  C O S T S  O F  H E A L T H  C A R E

2 2



Meeting Minutes
December 21, 2022

Members present: Jeff Albright, Joshua Alford, Katie Brittain, Jeff Drozda, 
Susan Ellender, Lisa Gardner, John Overton, Representative Illg and Senator R. Mills 

Members absent: Ruby Brewer, Dr. Alecia Cyprian, Diane Davidson, Susan Ellender,
Arnold Goldberg, Dr. Faye Grimsley, Dr. Eva Lamendola, Ronnell Nolan, Josh Alford, Dr.
Rachel Durel, Jack Duvernay, Dr. William Ferguson, Dr. John Fraiche, Randal Johnson,
Jesse Lambert, Darrell Langlois, Andrew Muhl, Ed Parker, Debra Rushing, Dr. James
“Butch” Sonnier, Elizabeth Sumrall, Judy Wagner, Scott Webre, Dr. Frances Wiggins
and LaCosta Wix

Staff present: Crystal M. Stutes and Crystal Lewis

Jeff Drozda gave an overview of the last meeting and noted the two topics that the
subcommittee decided on including; hospital pricing and mandates. Mr. Drozda also
referenced the AHIP presentation that was distributed to commission members.

Senator Robert Mills spoke about the AHIP facilities fees document.

Katie Brittain asked for resources about the data of the total cost of care.

Crystal Stutes provided an update on the mandated health benefits commission.

Jeff Drozda asked that we get a presentation from health plans.

Katie Brittain asked that we get a presentation from Miranda Motter of AHIP. 

Lisa Gardner referenced the Insurance conference from last year that included Dr. Warner
Thomas and Dr. Robert Hart speaking about their targeted goals to increase the health of
Louisiana.

Jeff Drozda spoke about the goal of MCOs to increase access to care by keeping individuals
out of the emergency room. 

Jeff Drozda examined the mandated health benefits commission and the last dated report.
John Overton spoke on mental health parity issues. Mr. Overton also noted issues with the
availability of providers to provide services for mandates. He also spoke about small business
owners being informed on their options for employer-based health care. 

S U B C O M M I T T E E  O N  T H E  A F F O R D A B I L I T Y  A N D
 R I S I N G  C O S T S  O F  H E A L T H  C A R E

P A G E  1 / 2
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Meeting Minutes
December 21, 2022

Members present: Jeff Albright, Joshua Alford, Katie Brittain, Jeff Drozda, 
Susan Ellender, Lisa Gardner, John Overton, Representative Illg and Senator R. Mills 

Members absent: Ruby Brewer, Dr. Alecia Cyprian, Diane Davidson, Susan Ellender,
Arnold Goldberg, Dr. Faye Grimsley, Dr. Eva Lamendola, Ronnell Nolan, Josh Alford, Dr.
Rachel Durel, Jack Duvernay, Dr. William Ferguson, Dr. John Fraiche, Randal Johnson,
Jesse Lambert, Darrell Langlois, Andrew Muhl, Ed Parker, Debra Rushing, Dr. James
“Butch” Sonnier, Elizabeth Sumrall, Judy Wagner, Scott Webre, Dr. Frances Wiggins
and LaCosta Wix

Staff present: Crystal M. Stutes and Crystal Lewis

Katie Brittain provided an overview on a recent meeting regarding employer-sponsored
policies with the Employer Coalition of Louisiana. 

Jeff Drozda mentioned new rules on the federal level that allows government to negotiate
with pharmaceutical companies on the cost of drugs and noted the state should also do this. 

Katie Brittain brought up a point on the impacts that legislation may have on the day to day
cost of healthcare in the state. 

Jeff Drozda spoke about the role of fiscal notes in legislative process regarding mandates
that come up in committee. 

Katie Brittain posed Is legislation a driver of health care cost?

Senator Robert Mills spoke about health care mandate legislation being passed in
committee. 

Jeff Drozda provided an overview of the next steps for the subcommittee and included a
proposal for the next meeting. 

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:31 p.m.

S U B C O M M I T T E E  O N  T H E  A F F O R D A B I L I T Y  A N D
 R I S I N G  C O S T S  O F  H E A L T H  C A R E

P A G E  2 / 2
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SUBCOMMITTEE
ON THE

AVAILABILITY
AND ACCESS OF

HEALTH CARE 
The Subcommittee on the
Availability and Access of
Health Care in the state
was created at the
November 17, 2022,
meeting. During the 2022
calendar year, the
subcommittee held one
virtual meeting.

December 14, 20221.

During the 2022 calendar year, the
Subcommittee on the Availability and
Access of Health Care conducted one
meeting..

Minutes from the subcommittee meetings 
 follow.
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Meeting Minutes
December 14, 2022

Members present:  Katie Brittain, Derrell Cohoon, and Senator R. Mills 

Members absent: Jeff Albright,  Jeff Drozda, Joshua Alford,r, Dr. Alecia Cyprian, Diane
Davidson, Susan Ellender, Lisa Garner, Arnold Goldberg, Dr. Faye Grimsley, Dr. Eva
Lamendola, Ronnell Nolan, John Overton, Dr. Rachel Durel, Jack Duvernay, Dr. William
Ferguson, Dr. John Fraiche, Randal Johnson, Jesse Lambert, Darrell Langlois, Andrew
Muhl, Ed Parker, Debra Rushing, Dr. James “Butch” Sonnier, Elizabeth Sumrall, Judy
Wagner, Scott Webre, Dr. Frances Wiggins, Patrice Sentino, Ruby Brewer, Frank Opelka
and LaCosta Wix

Staff present: Crystal M. Stutes and Crystal Lewis

Katie Brittain called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m.  

Without an elected chair, the committee began their business. 

Katie Brittain provided an overview of the topics brought to the full LHCC at the last meeting.
Those topics included, provider shortage, rural community concerns, population health,
health equity and consumer knowledge/literacy. 
 
Senator Robert Mills spoke about the next steps and asked that members focus on goals that
can be realistically attained.

Katie Brittain proposed next steps for the subcommittee and included a proposal for the
next meeting. 

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at  9: 32 a.m.

S U B C O M M I T T E E  O N  T H E  A V A I L A B I L I T Y  A N D
 A C C E S S  O F  H E A L T H  C A R E
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LEGISLATIVE
RECOMMENDATIONS

2
0

2
3

 R
E

C
O

M
M

E
N

D
A

T
IO

N
S

 Legislators on the cost
of health care and the
common
misconceptions taken
from it
 Physicians on the
high cost of Drugs
Being Prescribed

EDUCATE
 Louisiana Mandated Health
Benefits Commission on
the effects of mandated
benefits and the cost of
insurance premiums

 High Cost of
pharmaceutical drugs
 Managed long-term
services support
study committee
 Continue to study
the issues
surrounding the
provider shortage
through
collaboration of state
boards

STUDY

EVALUATE

STRENGTHEN & ENGAGE

NOTE

Recommendations were voted upon and approved by the commission at
the February 24, 2023, Louisiana Health Care Commission General Meeting.
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EXAMINE PROMOTE
 Promotion of
specialty care
pharmacies
The cost of in-patient
care vs home-based
care

  Coverage Options
for Consumers
 Pharmacy Drug Cost
Transparency

 Workforce data of
providing physicians
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The Louisiana Department of Insurance
(LDI) held its second combined event
sponsored by the LDI in conjunction with
the Louisiana Health Care Commission,
the Property and Casualty Commission
and the Louisiana Auto Theft & Insurance
Fraud Prevention Authority. 

The conference was held over the course
of two days on Monday, March 7 and
Tuesday, March 8 at the Higgins Hotel and
Conference Center in New Orleans,
Louisiana. 

Leading insurance experts, as well as state
and national policymakers, filled the two-
day agenda, providing the audience with
the opportunity to participate in nearly
twenty breakout sessions. 

The program provided a diverse audience
of more than 400 attendees representing
health plan executives and staff, health
care providers, insurance producers,
government officials, employers, health
care attorneys, and government relations
professionals with a review of the current
landscape of our health care system and
focused on the future of the insurance
industry while exploring cutting edge
innovations and providing an in-depth
look at ongoing efforts to combat
insurance fraud.

Cybersecurity Insurance
Health Equity/Social
Determinants of Health
Private Flood Insurance
Catalytic Converter Theft
and Insurance Fraud
Mental Health Crisis –
COVID-19 Related and
Beyond
Trends in Reinsurance
Related to Climate and
Catastrophe
Agent Issues
Decisions Driving Health
Care Spending
Social Inflation and the
Effect on the Insurance
Market
Future of Long-Term Care
Strategies for Reducing
Health Care Costs
Increasing Insurability with
Fortified Homes

2022 ANNUAL

CONFERENCE

H e a l t h  t o p i c s  a d d r e s s e d
a t  t h e  t w o - d a y

c o n f e r e n c e  i n c l u d e d :
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 YOUR HEALTH 
CARE DOLLAR 

GO?
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WHERE
DOES YOUR
HEALTH
CARE
DOLLAR GO?

22¢

19.9¢

19¢

PRESCRIPTION

DRUGS

IN-PATIENT HOSPITAL

COSTS

OUT-PATIENT

HOSPITAL COSTS

S o u r c e :  A H I P  

11.8¢ DOCTOR VISITS

6.2¢

4.2¢

3.8¢

3.6¢

OTHER OUT-

PATIENT CARE

OTHER OUT-

PATIENT CARE

OTHER

ADMINISTRATIVE 

EXPENSES

PROFIT

3.3¢

3.0¢

2.1¢

0.8¢

EMERGENCY

ROOM COSTS

OTHER FEES

 AND BUSINESS

EXPENSES

COST

CONTAINMENT

QUALITY

IMPROVEMENT
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Primary Care Shortages

Burnout
Higher pay in specialty care areas
Being replaced by through hiring nurse
practitioners and physician assistants

Impact reports insist that the COVID pandemic
enhanced the effects of burnout in an already
stressed field of primary care physicians;
contributing to physician shortages
nationwide. 

A few causes contributing to primary care
physician shortages include:

A DECADE
WITH UNIQUE
CHALLENGES

THE PROBLEM
As Americans increase in age, their need for primary care physicians
who assist in managing health issues with aging. The issue? Our
physicians are aging also.

2 9 %
Physicians retiring

between the ages of 60
and 65

1 2 %
Physicians retiring before

the age of 60

Active physicians aged 65
or older by 2033.

4 0 %

IMPACT
SNAPSHOT

  S o u r c e :  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e s ,  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  3 4



Source: Well-Ahead Louisiana 

Louisiana Conrad 30/J-1 Visa Waiver

Louisiana Rural Physician Loan Repayment

Program

National health Service Corps 

Primary Care Needs Assessment

Rural Health Scholars 

State Loan Repayment 

In addressing provider shortages in the state,

Well-Ahead Louisiana Primary Care Office

provides information on the following

programs: 

Information for these programs can be found

on the web at:

https://wellaheadla.com/healthcare-

access/louisiana-primary-care-office/ 

PRIMARY
CARE
SHORTAGE
AREAS 

3 5



T h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  D i v i d e s  t h e  s t a t e  i n t o  n i n e
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g i o n s / a u t h o r i t i e s .

S o u r c e :  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  

LDH ADMINISTRATIVE
REGIONS/AUTHORITIES
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Source: Well-Ahead Louisiana 

PRIMARY CARE
SHORTAGE
AREAS 
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PHYSICIAN WORKFORCE 
IN LOUISIANA

Data Retrieved February 24, 2023

In a recent presentation to the Louisiana Health Care Commission,               

 Dr. Vincent Culotta, Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners presented

on the Physician Workforce in Louisiana. This graph depicts primary care

physicians by LDH Region.

Frequency

Regio
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Regio
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Regio
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Regio
n 4

Regio
n 5

Regio
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Regio
n 7

Regio
n8

Regio
n 9
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2,000 

1,000 
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Source: Dr. Vincent Culotta presentation: Physician Workforce in Louisiana 3 8



S o u r c e :  K a i s e r  F a m i l y  f o u n d a t i o n ' s  S t a t e  H e a l t h  F a c t s  

P R I M A R Y  C A R E  H E A L T H
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S H O R T A G E
A R E A S  ( H P S A S )

A s  o f  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a  h a s  a  t o t a l  o f  1 8 0  t o t a l  p r i m a r y  c a r e  H P S A  d e s i g n a t i o n s .
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S o u r c e :  K a i s e r  F a m i l y  f o u n d a t i o n ' s  S t a t e  H e a l t h  F a c t s  

P R A C T I T I O N E R S  N E E D E D
T O  R E M O V E  H P S A
D E S I G N A T I O N

I n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  L o u i s i a n a ,  2 9 8  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  H P S A  D e s i g n a t i o n .
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In the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH), barriers to
health (BTH), are seen as those factors that prevent an

individual, population, and/or community from acquiring a)
access to health services and/or b) achieving their best

health.

FINANCIAL 

Source: Barriers to Health Fact Sheet, Louisiana Department of Health

FINANCIAL STRUCTURAL PERSONAL
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5.7% OF ADULTS AGED 18 AND OVER FAILED TO

OBTAIN NEEDED MEDICAL CARE DUE TO COST

88.1% OF PERSONS HAVE A USUAL PLACE TO GO

FOR MEDICAL CARE

: the timely use of personal
health services to achieve the
best health outcomes

ACCESS
TO
HEALTH
CARE

Source: CDC: National Center for Health Statistics: FastStats as of 2022 Q3 4 3
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PRESCRIPTION
DRUG 
PRICING

HB 436 - ACT 220

T r a n s p a r e n c y :  I n  t h e
2 0 1 7  R e g u l a r  L e g i s l a t i v e
S e s s i o n ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
K i r k  T a l b o t  i n t r o d u c e d
H B  4 3 6 .

T h e  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  e a c h  d r u g
m a n u f a c t u r e r  o r  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l
m a r k e t e r  w h o  e n g a g e s  i n  a n y  f o r m  o f
p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g  m a r k e t i n g  t o  a
p r e s c r i b e r ,  h i s  o r  h e r  d e s i g n e e ,  o r
a n y  m e m b e r  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  s t a f f  i n
L o u i s i a n a  t o  p r o v i d e  t o  t h e  L o u i s i a n a
B o a r d  o f  P h a r m a c y  t h e  c u r r e n t
w h o l e s a l e  a c q u i s i t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r
e a c h  o f  t h e  U S  F o o d  a n d  D r u g
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n - a p p r o v e d  d r u g s
m a r k e t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  b y  t h a t
m a n u f a c t u r e r .

S o u r c e :  L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t u r e 4 5



Requires the La. Board of Pharmacy to develop

a website to contain prescription drug

information to be made available to prescribers

on the board's website with a dedicated link

that is prominently displayed on the board's

home page, or by a separate easily identifiable

Internet address.

Requires that the website include certain data

elements separated by therapeutic category.

Provides that when a pharmaceutical marketer

engages in any form of prescription drug

marketing in the state directly to a prescriber,

his designee, or any member of his staff, the

marketer may disclose the website Internet

address and inform the prescriber that he may

access the website to obtain information on the

cost of prescription drugs.

Transparency: In the 2017
Regular Legislative Session,
Senator Fred Mills
introduced SB 59

Source: Louisiana Legislature

PRESCRIPTION
DRUG 
PRICING

SB 59 - ACT 236
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prohibits a health coverage plan from imposing a
cost-sharing provision for insulin in the plan's
formulary that requires the enrollee to pay more
than $75.00 per prescription for a 30-day supply,
regardless of the amount or type of insulin needed
to fill the enrollee's prescription
provides that on January 1st of each year, the limit
on the amount that an insured is required to pay
for a 30-day supply of a covered prescription of
insulin shall increase by a percentage equal to the
percentage change from the preceding year in the
prescription drug component of the Consumer
Price Index of the U.S. Dept. of Labor, Bureau of
Labor Statistics
requires a health coverage plan to include at least
one insulin from each therapeutic class in the
plan's formulary

This measure: 

In the 2022 Regular Legislative Session,
Representative Edmond Jordan
introduced HB 677 (ACT 724).

CONSUMER
COST
SHARING

Source: Louisiana Legislature 4 8



requires certain health insurance issuers to notify
enrollees and prospective enrollees that they may be
subject to an excess consumer cost burden when an
enrollee is charged more for a prescription drug than
his issuer pays or would pay after accounting for the
issuer's estimate of at least 50% of future rebate
payments for the enrollee's actual point of sale
prescription drug claim
prohibits a health insurance issuer from publishing
or otherwise revealing information regarding the
actual amount of rebates the health insurance issuer
receives, including but not limited to information
regarding the amount of rebates it receives on a
product, manufacturer, or pharmacy specific basis.
New law provides that such information is a trade
secret, is not a public record as defined under prior
law (Public Records Law), and will not be disclosed
directly or indirectly
requires certain health insurance issuers to annually
make available to the commissioner of insurance
information regarding the value of rebates
expressed as a percentage that the health insurance
issuer made available to enrollees at the point of sale
requires a health insurance issuer to impose the
confidentiality protections of new law on any third
parties or vendors with which it contracts that may
receive or have access to rebate information.

This measure:

In the 2018 Regular Legislative Session,   
 Senator Fred Mills introduced SB 282 (ACT
579).

CONSUMER
COST
SHARING

Source: Louisiana Legislature 4 9
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S o u r c e :  L o u i s i a n a  L e g i s l a t u r e :  H B  3 1 2 / A C T  4 5  

Mandated 
Health
Benefits

The chairman of the House Committee on
Insurance or his designee. 
The chairman of the Senate Committee on
Insurance or his designee.
The commissioner of administration or his
designee.
Two persons appointed by the commissioner of
insurance.

The commission provides for an optional
review of all proposed legislation that would
mandate coverage by health insurers of
specifically enumerated benefits, services,
conditions, or medical products.

The commission consists of five members,
including:

1.

2.

3.

4.

P u r s u a n t  t o  f e d e r a l  l a w ,  t h e  a n n u a l
c o s t  o f  a n y  m a n d a t e d  b e n e f i t  i n
e x c e s s  o f  E s s e n t i a l  H e a l t h  B e n e f i t s
( E H B s )  f o r  Q u a l i f i e d  H e a l t h  P l a n s
( Q H P s )  s h a l l  b e  a  l e g a l  o b l i g a t i o n  o f
t h e  s t a t e  o f  L a .  a n d  s h a l l  b e  d e f r a y e d
b y  t h e  s t a t e  t h r o u g h  d i r e c t
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  t o  a n y  h e a l t h
i n s u r a n c e  i s s u e r  e n t i t l e d  t o  s u c h
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  p u r s u a n t  t o  s u c h
f e d e r a l  l a w .

A u t h o r e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a u l a
D a v i s  i n  t h e  2 0 1 6  R e g u l a r
L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n ,  H o u s e  B i l l  3 1 2
( A C T  4 5 ) ,  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e
L o u i s i a n a  M a n d a t e d  H e a l t h  B e n e f i t s
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e
2 0 0 4 - 2 0 0 8  m o r a t o r i u m  o n  h e a l t h
i n s u r a n c e  m a n d a t e s .  
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ENDING THE
PUBLIC HEALTH

EMERGENCY
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Access to COVID-19 vaccinations and

certain treatments, such as Paxlovid and

Lagevrio

FDA’s EUAs for COVID-19 products

(including tests, vaccines, and treatments) 

Major Medicare telehealth flexibilities 

Medicaid telehealth flexibilities . 

The process for states to begin eligibility

redeterminations for Medicaid 

Access to buprenorphine for opioid use

disorder treatment in Opioid Treatment

Programs (OTPs) 

Access to expanded methadone take-home

doses for opioid use disorder treatment 

Ending The
Public Health
Emergency

The Public Health Emergency
(PHE) has been in place since
January 27, 2020, and is
scheduled to end on May 11,
2023.

S o u r c e :  F a c t  S h e e t :  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  H o s p i t a l s  

W H A T ' S  C H A N G I N G ?

W H A T ' S  N O T  C H A N G I N G ?

C e r t a i n  M e d i c a r e  a n d  M e d i c a i d
w a i v e r s  a n d  b r o a d  f l e x i b i l i t i e s
f o r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  a r e
n o  l o n g e r  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  w i l l
e n d  
C o v e r a g e  f o r  C O V I D - 1 9  t e s t i n g
f o r  A m e r i c a n s  w i l l  c h a n g e  
R e p o r t i n g  o f  C O V I D - 1 9
l a b o r a t o r y  r e s u l t s  a n d
i m m u n i z a t i o n  d a t a  t o  C D C  w i l l
c h a n g e  
C e r t a i n  F D A  C O V I D - 1 9 - r e l a t e d
g u i d a n c e  d o c u m e n t s  f o r
i n d u s t r y  t h a t  a f f e c t  c l i n i c a l
p r a c t i c e  a n d  s u p p l y  c h a i n s  w i l l
e n d  o r  b e  t e m p o r a r i l y
e x t e n d e d  
F D A ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e t e c t  e a r l y
s h o r t a g e s  o f  c r i t i c a l  d e v i c e s
r e l a t e d  t o  C O V I D - 1 9  w i l l  b e
m o r e  l i m i t e d
P u b l i c  R e a d i n e s s  a n d
E m e r g e n c y  P r e p a r e d n e s s
( P R E P )  A c t  l i a b i l i t y
p r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  m a y  b e
i m p a c t e d
T h e  a b i l i t y  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e
p r o v i d e r s  t o  s a f e l y  d i s p e n s e
c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s  v i a
t e l e m e d i c i n e  w i t h o u t  a n  i n -
p e r s o n  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  a f f e c t e d ;
h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e
r u l e m a k i n g  t h a t  w i l l  p r o p o s e
t o  e x t e n d  t h e s e  f l e x i b i l i t i e s
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Health Insurance Coverage
By The Numbers, 2021

S O U R C E :  Q U I C K  S T A T S :  N A T I O N A L  C E N T E R  F O R  H E A L T H  S T A T I S T I C S
* D E P I C T S  M O S T  R E C E N T  D A T A
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S o u r c e :  Q u i c k  S t a t s :  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  F o r  H e a l t h  S t a t i s t i c s
D e p i c t s  M o s t  R e c e n t  D a t a

Telemedicine and Health
Insurance Coverage
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LA HEALTH 
INSURANCE SURVEY

T h i s  y e a r  m a r k s  t h e  3 0 t h
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e
s u r v e y .  D a t a  i s  e x p e c t e d
t o  b e  r e l e a s e d  i n
N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3 .  

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h
I n s u r a n c e  s u r v e y ,  v i s i t  
 w w w . l d h . l a . g o v .

T h e  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  S u r v e y
p r o v i d e s  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  r e l a t e d  d a t a
a n d  h a s  b e e n  t h e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  o f  s u c h
d a t a  i n  t h e  s t a t e  s i n c e  2 0 0 3 .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,
t h e  s u r v e y  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e  L S U
E . J .  O u r s o  C o l l e g e  o f  B u s i n e s s .  

T h e  2 0 2 1  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e
S u r v e y  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  d i s p a r i t i e s
e x i s t s  i n  c l a s s e s  o f  g e n d e r  a n d  r a c e .

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  a l s o  s h o w  h i g h e r
l e v e l s  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a n d  g r e a t e r  a c c e s s
t o  p r o v i d e r s  f o r  t h o s e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i t h
M e d i c a i d  c o v e r a g e
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LHIS BY THE NUMBERS

S O U R C E : L O U I S I A N A  H E A L T H  I N S U R A N C E  S U R V E Y ,  2 0 2 1 5 9



CONCLUSION

L i s t s  o f  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h
C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n
m e m b e r s  a n d  m e e t i n g
d a t e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n
t h e  w e b s i t e .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t
t h e  L o u i s i a n a  D e p a r t m e n t
o f  I n s u r a n c e  a n d  t h e
L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  C a r e
C o m m i s s i o n ,  y o u  m a y
a c c e s s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t
w e b s i t e  a t  w w w . l d i . l a . g o v .

W e  t r u s t  t h a t  t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  b o t h  i n f o r m a t i v e
a n d  e n l i g h t e n i n g  t o  o u r  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  T h e
L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n  r e m a i n s
c o m m i t t e d  t o  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  m a n y  h e a l t h
p o l i c y  i s s u e s  t h a t  p l a y  a  p a r t  i n  e n s u r i n g  t h a t
L o u i s i a n a  c i t i z e n s  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a f f o r d a b l e ,
q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e .  

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e d u c a t e  a n d
e n c o u r a g e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a l l  s t a k e h o l d e r s  i n
t h e  d e b a t e  o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  f o r
a l l  L o u i s i a n a  c i t i z e n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s e a r c h
f o r  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  s o l u t i o n s  f o r
t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n  l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o  p l a y i n g  a
r o l e  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d
e f f i c i e n t  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  h e a l t h
c a r e  i n  L o u i s i a n a .
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LOOKING
AHEAD

T h e  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t u d y ,  m o n i t o r  a n d
m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  a f f o r d a b i l i t y  o f  h e a l t h
c a r e  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  c o v e r a g e  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n s u r a n c e .

T h e  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t u d y  t h e  i s s u e  o f
t h e  u n i n s u r e d  a n d  u n d e r i n s u r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a s  t o
m e c h a n i s m s  t o  f u r t h e r  e x p a n d  c o v e r a g e  o p t i o n s .

T h e  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  m o n i t o r  a l l  f e d e r a l
a n d  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g l y .

T h e  L o u i s i a n a  H e a l t h  C a r e  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  r e f o r m  a s  p o l i c i e s  d e v e l o p  a t  b o t h  a
s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .
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Assistant Director 
Louisiana Health Care Commission

Crystal.Lewis@ldi.la.gov

C R Y S T A L  L E W I S

Director
Director Boards & Commissions

Crystal.Stutes@ldi.la.gov



C R Y S T A L  S T U T E S

O f f e r  I n p u t  t o  t h e
l o u i s i a n a  h e a l t h
c a r e  c o m m i s s i o n

DON'T  BE SHY !  E -MAIL  US !
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